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Movie Synopsis: 

 

From Award-Winning director, Tom DiCillo, a documentary that tells the true 

story of The Doors, using genuine, historic footage of the quartet to weave the tale 

from the band’s beginnings at University of California in Los Angeles to their sold 

out shows on stage.  This revolutionary film, narrated by Johnny Depp, gives 

insights of the band’s lives on and off stage and how drummer John Densmore, 

guitarist Robby Krieger, keyboardist Ray Manzarek and singer Jim Morrison used 

music to help change rock forever. 

Following the band through unseen footage from their beginnings when 

Morrison and Manzarek met at UCLA film school in 1965 to Jim Morrison’s death 

in 1971, this documentary tells the true story of the band.  Taking in-depth looks 

at the chemistry between the four artists putting their minds together to create six 

landmark albums in only five years. Not only showcasing their provocative and 

unique sounds from their albums but the film showcases their live performances that 

made them legend. Live performances shown include their unforgettable 

appearances on “The Ed Sullivan Show” and the Isle of Wight Festival.   

 The title comes from the Doors hit, “People are Strange” and that’s not th 

only unique, genre-bending song in the film. The soundtrack includes 13 songs the 

Doors had over their illustrious history using what the director calls, “Rare cinèma 

vèrit è footage” to create a deeper intimate look at the band’s creative process with 

each other, in collaboration, along with their lives off the stage of the sold-out 

arenas.  The story of the indefinable Doors is told entirely of never-before-seen 

archival footage, with rehearsals, performances, television appearances and even a 

student film, “Highway” that was made and starred in by Jim Morrison. 

 The film is produced by Wolf Films/Strange Pictures in association with Rhino 

Entertainment and released by Abramaorama.  The film is produced by Dick Wolf, 

John Beug, Jeff Jampol and Peter Jankowski. The film is written and directed by 

Tom DiCillo and narrated by Johnny Depp. 

 

 



 

 

 

Statements from Director Tom DiCillo: 

“I, too am immensely proud of the film, and everyone who worked 

on it–including Johnny. His narration adds an eloquence and 

intimacy that lift the film into an entirely different dimension. His 

words above are extremely meaningful.” – On the Film and 

Narrator 

“The issue of people thinking the footage of Jim from HWY is re-

enacted persists. The primary reason seems to be that the film looks 

so crisp and amazing. So I said, “You’re going to see something 

new today. You’re going to see something your eyes have not seen 

before. Be open to it. Every single frame of Jim Morrison, Robbie 

Krieger, Ray Manzarek and John Densmore in this film is absolutely 

real. Nothing has been re-created.” 

“Then I say, “I think the Doors might be amused that the first 

screening of this film in France is at a time when most people are in 

church. Well, let us go to church. Let’s go to a small, dark bar 

somewhere in downtown LA, in 1966. It’s late, around 2 am. It’s 

hot, smoky, crowded. Everybody’s sweating. The smell in the air is 

not incense but beer, Jack Daniels and just a hint of weed. But the 

music that surges from the 4 members of the band on stage comes 

from the depths of their souls.” – Statement at Deauville Film 

Festival 



 

 

Cast Biographies: 

The Doors 

 

 

 
Jim Morrison- Lead Singer of the Doors 

 James Douglas "Jim" Morrison (December 8, 1943 – July 3, 1971) was an American 

singer, songwriter, poet, writer and filmmaker. He was best known as the lead singer and 

lyricist of The Doors and is widely considered to be one of the most charismatic frontmen in 

rock music history. He was also the author of several books of poetry and the director of a 

documentary and short film. Although Morrison was known for his baritone vocals, many fans, 

scholars, and journalists have discussed his theatrical stage persona, his self-destructiveness, 

and his work as a poet. He was ranked number 47 on Rolling Stone's "100 Greatest Singers 

of All Time. 
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Ray Manzarek- Keyboardist of the Doors  

Raymond Daniel Manczarek, Jr., better known as Ray Manzarek (born February 12, 

1939), is an American musician, singer, producer, film director, writer, co-founder, 

and keyboardist of The Doors from 1965 to 1973, and the Doors of the 21st 

Century (renamed Riders on the Storm) since 2001. He was the oldest member of 

the Doors. 

 

John Densmore- Drummer of the Doors  
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John Densmore (born 1944) was the drummer of the rock group The Doors from 1965 to 

1973. John Densmore made his departure from the world of rock-and-roll in the eighties, to 

the world of dance as he performed with Bess Snyder and Co., touring the United States for 

two years. He has acted in numerous TV shows, and his film credits include: "Get Crazy" with 

Malcolm McDowell, "Dudes" directed by Penelope Spheres, and, most recently "The Doors" 

directed by Oliver Stone. John wrote his best-selling autobiography, "Riders On The Storm"; 

and as drummer and founding member of The Doors, he was inducted into the Rock-and-Roll 

Hall of Fame in January of last year. He presently is working on his first novel, producing a 

documentary film, an after-care program for ex-criminal offenders titled "Project Return" 

directed by Leslie Neil. When time permits he lectures in colleges all over the United States, 

most recently in Texas and New Mexico.   

 
  Robby Krieger- Guitarist of the Doors  

Robby Krieger is a rock and roll guitarist from Los Angeles, California. He was the guitarist in 

The Doors, and occasionally wrote songs for that band, such as "Light My Fire" and "Runnin' 

Blue". He took over as lead singer when the band briefly continued on after the death of Jim 

Morrison, without success. Krieger later played guitar on a few tracks by Blue Oyster Cult and 

reformed the Doors in 2002 with keyboardist Ray Manzarek from the original band as well as 

Ian Astbury and Stewart Copeland. 



 

 

Narrator: 

 

Johnny Depp: Narrator for the film  

John Christopher "Johnny" Depp II (born June 9, 1963) is an American actor and musician 

known for his portrayals of offbeat, eccentric characters such as Jack Sparrow in the Pirates of 

the Caribbean film series, Raoul Duke in Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, and Sam in Benny & 

Joon. Depp rose to prominence in a lead role on the television series “21 Jump Street” and 

quickly became regarded as a teen idol. Uncomfortable with that characterization, he turned his 

focus to film roles that he felt were right. He initially came to film prominence as the titular 

character of “Edward Scissorhands”, and later found box office success in roles such as 

Ichabod Crane in “Sleepy Hollow”, Jack Sparrow in the “Pirates of the Caribbean” film series 

and his role as the quirky Willy Wonka in “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”. Films featuring 

Depp have grossed over $2.3 billion at the United States box office and over $4.8 billion 

worldwide. Nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actor three times, Screen Actors Guild 

Awards four times and Golden Globe Awards eight times, Depp won the Best Actor Awards 

from the Golden Globes for his role in “Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street” and 

from the Screen Actors Guild for “Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl”. 
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Crew Biographies: 

Director and Screenwriter Tom DiCillo 

 

Tom DiCillo was born in 1953 in Camp LeJeune, North Carolina, the second of three children. 

His father was a Colonel in the USMC. As a result DiCillo moved every two years to different 

military bases and small towns across America. Technically you could say he’s from nowhere. 

He has lived in California, Virginia, North Carolina, New York and Bangkok, Thailand. He 

attended 3 elementary schools, 2 highschools and 2 reform schools. DiCillo earned a BA in 

Creative Writing from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, VA in 1975. DiCillo moved to New 

York City in 1976 and attended NYU Graduate Film School. While there he wrote and directed 

6 short films and was awarded the Paulette Goddard Scholarship. He received his master’s in 

1979 and quickly got a job sweeping the floor on a Pepsi commercial. DiCillo then studied 

acting for 8 years. He performed in numerous off-off Broadway stage productions and several 

independent films. In 1984 DiCillo shot (and acted in) “Stranger Than Paradise” for friend 

and film school classmate Jim Jarmusch. The international success of that film lead to 

cinematography offers from around the world for a great array of films that paid no money. In 

1987 DiCillo pieced together a series of monologues he’d written and put on a 1-Man show 
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in Manhattan called “Johnny Suede”. The success of the show prompted him to reshape the 

material into his first full-length screenplay. Thanks to a grant from the National Endowment 

and support from the Sundance Institute DiCillo directed “Johnny Suede”, his first feature, in 

1990. The film starred the then unknown Brad Pitt and began DiCillo’s 4 film collaboration 

with Catherine Keener. “Johnny Suede” won Best Picture at the 1991 Locarno Film Festival 

and was distributed domestically by Miramax.  DiCillo followed with “Living In Oblivion” in 

1995. The film starred Steve Buscemi, Catherine Keener and Dermot Mulroney and won Best 

Screenplay at the 1991 Sundance Film Festival. Other awards include Best Picture at the 

Deauville Film Festival. In 1996 DiCillo wrote and directed “Box of Moonlight”, starring John 

Turturro, Sam Rockwell and again Ms. Keener. The film premiered at Sundance and was in the 

Main Competition at the Venice Film Festival. DiCillo made “The Real Blonde” in 1998, 

starring Matthew Modine, Catherine Keener, Darryl Hannah and Christopher Lloyd. The film 

opened the Deauville Film Festival and was released in the U.S. by Paramount. In 2000 

DiCillo wrote and directed “Double Whammy”, starring Denis Leary, Elizabeth Hurley, Steve 

Buscemi and Chris Noth. Most people claim they have never seen “Double Whammy” which 

might have something to do with the fact that despite an “ironclad” distribution contract it was 

never released theatrically.  In 2006 DiCillo wrote and directed “Delirious”, starring Steve 

Buscemi, Michael Pitt, Alison Lohman, Gina Gershon and Elvis Costello. “Delirious” won Best 

Director and Best Screenplay at the San Sebastian Film Festival as well as numerous other 

awards including Special Jury Prize at the Istanbul Film Festival and Best Director at the HBO 

Comedy Arts Festival.  “Delirious” was “released” in the US on August 15. Most recently 

“Delirious” was an official selection at Ebertfest 2008, Roger Ebert’s festival for Best 

Overlooked Films.  DiCillo has just finished writing and directing, “When You’re Strange”, the 

first feature documentary on The Doors. It is produced by Peter Jankowski at Wolf Films and is 

intended for a full theatrical release.  In addition to his cinematic endeavors DiCillo has written 

two works of semi-non fiction detailing his experiences making films; “Eating Crow” (Living In 

Oblivion) and “Notes From Overboard” (Box of Moonlight). He has directed for television and 

has two features in development. 

 



 

 

Producers 

John Beug 

 

An executive producer for years is involved in projects in film that deal with music, usually live, 

His film producer credits include “Eric Clapton and Steve Winwood: Live from Madison Square 

Garden”, “Too Tough to Die: A Tribute to Johnny Ramone”, “Josh Groban in Concert”, and 

“Up in Smoke”.  He has also been involved as a music supervisor on other projects such as 

“The Big Town” and “American Pop”.  He directed “Van Halen: Video Hits Vol.1”. 

Jeff Jampol 

 



 

 

Jeffrey Jampol, President of JAM, Inc., manages rock legends The Doors, the Jim Morrison 

Estate, the Janis Joplin Estate, the Gram Parsons Estate, the Rick James Estate, and the Allen 

Ginsberg Estate. Along with Dick Wolf, Jampol produced the Doors theatrical documentary, 

“When You’re Strange,” narrated by Johnny Depp, to be released in 2010. He is producing 

the 2010 Janis Joplin theatrical documentary with Nigel Sinclair at Spitfire Films. Jampol 

serves as a consultant to managers, publishers and labels on heritage act/legacy marketing & 

branding, and to artists’ estates on catalog, branding, merchandise, and marketing. He is a 

voting member of The Recording Academy® since 1985. He sat on the Board Of Governors of 

The Recording Academy®/NARAS®’ L.A. chapter from the years 2006 - 2008. 2009 marks 

Jampol’s 12th year as a Music Business/Entertainment Studies & Performing Arts Instructor 

at UCLA. Mr. Jampol has been a panelist and featured speaker on artist management, deal 

negotiation, artist development and music marketing for numerous schools including 

Pepperdine Law School and Business Schools at USC and the University of Virginia. 

Peter Jankowski 

 

Peter Jankowski is an Executive Producer of “Law & Order” and a graduate of the College of 

the Holy Cross. Jankowski also holds Executive Producer credits from TV shows “Law & 

Order: Criminal Intent”, “Law and Order: Special Victims Unit”, “Law & Order: Trial by Jury”, 

“Conviction”, “Dragnet”, “Crime and Punishment”, “Deadline” ,”D.C.”,” Arrest & Trial”, 



 

 

“Always Roses”, and “How Else and I Supposed to Live”. In 2009, Jankowski served as 

producer for The Doors documentary, “When You're Strange”.  Jankowski ponders major 

issues in television, from the effect of new technologies to the responsibilities of news 

reporting. He is married to his Holy Cross classmate Linda Caruso, a lawyer, and they have two 

young sons who, as he observes, “can’t watch any of the shows I work on.” 

Dick Wolf 

 

This producer and writer was born December 20, 1946, in New York City. Wolf attended the 

University of Pennsylvania. After graduation, he launched a successful career in advertising; he 

wrote and produced over 100 TV commercials.  In 1988, Wolf formed his own television 

production company, Wolf Films. He continued to work in the mystery vein, producing 

installments of “Gideon Oliver”, with Louis Gossett Jr., and “Christine Cromwell”, with Jaclyn 

Smith, for ABC's weekly mystery movies. Wolf created, produced, and wrote a slew of 

primetime drama series including: “Mann & Machine”, “H.E.L.P”, “Crime & Punishment”, 

“Feds”, and of course, “Law & Order”. “Law & Order” has been nominated for nine Emmy 

awards and won one in 1997 for Best Drama Series. The series has also launched several 

other shows such as “Law & Order: Special Victims Unit” and “Law & Order: Criminal Intent”.  
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In 1992, Wolf Films produced its first feature film, a teen-driven drama called “School Ties” 

about a Jewish boy who hides his religion to fit in at a prestigious prep school in the 1950s. 

The film launched the careers of several promising stars, including Brendan Fraser, Matt 

Damon, and Chris O'Donnell. After “School Ties”, Wolf concentrated primarily on television, 

creating a Law & Order television movie, “Exiled”, in 1988, and in 1999, launching “Law & 

Order: Special Victims Unit”, a "sibling" of Law & Order which focuses on sexually oriented 

crimes and their effects on the victims and the investigators. Wolf has also created D.C., a 

series about the lives of six young and ambitious professionals in Washington D.C. In 2003, 

Dick Wolf's company produced the Academy Award-winning documentary “Twin Towers”, 

about two brothers, one a policeman and the other a fireman, who were killed in the line of 

duty on September 11, 2001. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Production Notes on the Film 

 

Producers discussing the film  

It all began when director Tom DiCillo was urged by his actor friend Chris Noth to help direct 

and work on an episode of Dick Wolf’s “Law and Order: Criminal Intent”.  It was the urging of 

Ray Manzarek in order to create a more accurate version of the band and the late Jim 

Morrison. This is because many felt that Oliver Stone’s “The Doors” movie sensationalized the 

band and the lead singer, creating a false depiction.  Therefore, with unreleased footage owned 

by those involved, they set out to tell the truth.  It centered around Jim Morrison’s own 

“Highway” student made film. It would show Morrison talking and on the road with clips of his 

film interweaved with footage of the band in television, on stage, and in the studio. This with 

narration and music would really depict the band in a feature film in the most genuine light 

possible.  The Doors members held never-before-seen footage for forty years awaiting 

someone who could put it together. Once DiCillo saw all this 35 mm footage along with 

Morrison’s student film he started putting together ideas for “When You’re Strange”.  They 

tried to change what DiCillo found wrong with other stories, creating a “one-dimensional” 

outlook on the band and lead singer Morrison. He set out to show the many sides, all the sides 

of The Doors throughout their history.   



 

 

Additional Photos from the Film 

 

Promotional picture of the Doors 

Still from video clip of Morrison
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Ray Manzarek & Robby Krieger with DiCillo  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reviews of the Film 

“When You're Strange is jam-packed with cool video clips that you've never seen before -- 

and of course the documentary is knee-deep in great Doors tunes”—Sundance Review by Scott 

Weinberg 

 

“Tom DiCillo’s feature documentary is such an inspired portrait of not only the band and its 

iconic singer, Jim Morrison, and also that time period and its contradictions, its optimism and 

fury, its co-optation and transformation, that it instantly carried me back to those days. When 

You're Strange is far from a nostalgic journey and much more than a biopic. Using only original 

footage shot between 1966 and 1971, DiCillo's film attempts to disentangle truth from myth, 

depict the artist and the alcoholic/addict that was Morrison, and showcase the other members 

of the band: Ray Manzarek, Robby Krieger, and John Densmore, who together channeled the 

group's magic. It manages to preserve the mystique but never ceases to unearth new 

revelations and augment our understanding of who the Doors were and what they became. As 

well as an astute chronicle of the times, this is a deeply personal film for DiCillo. In the final 

analysis, When You're Strange is a rare tribute to music, individuality, and a generation and 

resonates with an authenticity that speaks to anyone who wants to understand that era and 

what it means today.”—Official Sundance Film Festival Review 

 

 

“Although When You're Strange uses a lot of performance footage and takes you behind the 

scenes at venues ranging from the Ed Sullivan Show to the Isle of Wight, this stirring music 

documentary is more than a concert film. It's a welcome new look at a phenomenal band that 

both made history and was a product of its time. It heralds a whole new generation of fans for 

The Doors.”—Jennifer Merin, Documentary Expert and Reviewer 

 


